The Hiflory of King Lear. 

Well lec it be fo/hy truth then be thy dower, 

For by the facred radicncc of the Sunne, 

The miftrelTe of the might, 

By all the operation of the Orbes, 

From whom we do exfift and ceafe to be, 

Hcere I difclaimc all my paternall care. 

Propinquity and property of bloud. 

And as a ftranger to my heart and me, 

Holdthee from this for cucr.the barbarous Scythi/m, 

Or he that makes his generation 
Mefles to gorge his appetite. 

Shall be as well neighbour* d,pittied and rciceued, ' 

As thou my fomc-time daughter* 

JCe»t.Gopd my Liege. (wrath 

T^r.Pcace JC?«f,cdme not betweene the Dragon and his 
I lou’d her moft,and thought to fet my reft 
On herkindenurfery,henceandauoid my fight: 

So be my grauc my peace as hcere I giue, 

Her fathers heart from her ; call who ftirres ? 

Call ’Burgundy, Cornwall, and jillrany, 

With.my two daughters dower digeft this third. 

Let pridcjwhich fhc cals plainnefre,marry her : 

I do inueftyou ioyntly inmy power, 

Prehcmincnce, and all the large effc 61 s 

That troope withMaicfty.our felfc by monthly courfc 

With referuation ofan hundred Knights, 

By you to be fuftain’djfhall our abode 

Make with you by due turncs,oncly we ftill retaine 

The name and all the additions to a King, 

The fway.rcuenue, execution ofthe reft, 

Beloued fonnes be yoursjwhich to confirmc. 

This Coronet part betwixt you, 

Kent, Lear, ... 

Whom I haueeuet honor’d as my King, 

Loued as my Father,as my Maftcr followed. 

As my great Patron thought on in my praiers. 

Lear .The bow i» bene and drawne,make from the /baft* 

Kent, 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


100 110 120 



rheViLio^ of Khg Leaf. 

Reuetbs no hollownefle. 

Ifxr, Kent, on thy life no more* 

Ke«^MylifeIneuerheldbutasapawne 

To wage againft thy enem»cs,nor fcare to lofc it. 

Thy fafety being themoiiue. 

Out of my fight. . . 

See better Ae/O", and let me ftiU remame 

The true blankc of thine eie. . 

toiSow by King thou fwcar ft thy Gods in vainci 

Ae4r.Vaffall,recrcant. 

Ke«f.Do,killthyPhyfition, 

And the fee beftow vpon the toule difeafe, 

Reuoke thy doomc,ot whilft I can vent clamour 

From my thtoatjile tell thee thou doft euill, 

Lear, Heare mc,on thy alleigcance beare me ; 

Since thou haft fought to make vs breake our vow. 

Which we durft neuer yet ; and with ftraied pride. 

To come betweene our fentence and our power, 

Which, nor our nature, nor our place can beare. 

Our potency make good, take thy reward, 

Foure dayes we do allot thee for prouifion. 

To fhicld thee from difeafes of the world, 

And on the fift to tunic thy hated backe 
Vponourkingdome; ifon thetenth day following, 

Thy banifht trunkebc found in our Dominions, 

The moment is thy death, away, , 
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